
A short word from the CE
Welcome to the new look Furnishing Life 2008. 
Talking of new looks, I hope you will take a 
moment to explore our website www.ftba.co.uk 
which has had a complete facelift for 2008. It 
explains what we do and how we help people 
throughout the industry.

Over the last 10 years the FTBA has made grants 
in excess of one million pounds. So if you know 
of anyone who might need our help, please ask 
them to get in touch.

However, we cannot go on providing this level of support without the 
encouragement and backing of our great industry. There are many ways 
in which you can support us – from organising a sponsored event such 
as a bicycle ride or perhaps something more exotic like a climb of Mount 
Kilimanjaro. Your presence would be welcome at any one of our events, which 
include golf, clay pigeon shooting, go-karting, fishing and sailing. They are 
great opportunities to entertain and network or why not join our supporters 
club, the Cushion Club, by making either a personal or corporate donation. 

I hope we will see you at one of our events this year. 

Message from

Nicholas Hayes,
national president

Firstly I would like to start 
by thanking everyone for 
their continued support this 
year. The dedication shown 
by those in the industry to 
support our only dedicated 
charity has been wonderful 
and I would just like to urge 
you to keep up the good work 
in the year to come!

Fundraising events have 
generally been very well 
supported, especially Big Shots 
which last year raised a total of £33,100. My thanks to 
all those who work tirelessly to organise such events 
throughout the year.

I have thoroughly enjoyed my time at 
the FTBA and am delighted that I will be 
staying on for another year as national 
president. One of the reasons for this is to 
ensure continuity following the departure 
of Jonathan Seddon-Brown who has done 
a brilliant job running the FTBA for the last 
nine years. Not only have events like Big 
Shots and the National Golf Championship 
gone from strength to strength, but he 
has brought in a number of new events 
including sailing, karting and fishing. 

We will be sorry to see Jonathan go after the 
AGM in May but look forward to welcoming 
the new chief executive in due course. 

There is still work to be done to raise 
awareness of the FTBA and the great things 

that we do here, something that I look forward to 
pursuing with you all in the year to come. 

Dates for your diary 2008!
Sailing Challenge: 7- 8 June

Big Shots: 12 June

National Fishing  
Championship: 14 June

National Golf 
Championship: 18 September

Karting Championship: 9 October
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This year, the busy FTBA spring and summer events calendar looks set to be another 
season of fun and fundraising, all promising to raise even more much needed funds for 
the industry’s only dedicated charity. Here we take a closer look at four of the biggest 
events on the calendar and tell you how you can get involved…

E V E N T S  2008

June 12, 2008 will see the FTBA’s 
premier social event take place 
at Holland and Holland in 
Northwood, near Ruislip. Last year 
Big Shots raised a total of £33,100 
and this year we are hoping to 
blow that figure out of the water 
– with your help! Now in its 14th 
year, Big Shots has raised an 
incredible £333,000 in total.

To enter a team of four please 
contact Karan Towe at Furniture 
Village on 01483 543359 or email  
karant@furniturevillage.co.uk.

Sailing through
Sailing this year takes place on 7 – 8 June and will be the fifth regatta in aid of the 
FTBA. Once again organised in conjunction with Britannia Events, participants will 
begin at Port Hamble Marina in Southampton. Last year, £2,800 was raised for the 
FTBA and this year we would love to top that. If you would like to enter a team, or 
for further information, please contact Jess Lang on 023 8045 8900 or  
email jess@britanniaevents.co.uk.

Bigger 
Big Shots



The 68th National Golf Championship 
once again tees off at the prestigious 
Belfry in Wishaw, Sutton Coldfield on 
18 September. There are many prizes 
up for grabs on the day and the entry price also includes 
dinner and prize-giving in the Wishaw Suite. 

The Belfry is a spectacular course for golfers of all 
abilities, treading the path of such golfing pros as Tiger 
Woods and Colin Montgomerie. Take in the amazing 
scenery whilst raising money for a worthy cause. 
Contact Jonathan Seddon-Brown for more information 
on 0207 256 5954 or email info@ftba.co.uk.

Regional Golfing Diary
30 April  
– Kent Golf, Faversham Golf Club, Kent

13 – 14 May  
– Carpet Manufacturers National Tournament, 
Kidderminster Golf Club

4 June  
– Leeds and Bradford, Sandmoor Golf Club

13 June  
– East Anglia and FTBA Golf, Bury St Edmunds Golf Club

25 June  
– Plymouth and South West Golf, Launceston Golf Club

6 August  
– Teesside Golf, Catterick Golf Course

3 September  
– Manchester Golf, Fairhaven Golf Club

12 September  
– Midlands Furniture Golf Society, Olton Golf Club

Thank you to sponsors
And now a very special word of thanks to all 
our sponsors. It is through their support and 
encouragement that our calendar includes so many 
successful and enjoyable events.

Every sponsor is important to us and therefore in no 
particular order we would like to express our thanks and 
appreciation for their support in 2007 to:

• Furniture Village – Big Shots 

• Prima Foam – FTBA Fishing Competition 

• K3 Business Technology Group – National Golf

• Pro - Techs UK Ltd – Karting Championship 

• Radii – FTBA website

And to all those who so generously organise and 
sponsor our regional golf events.

For 2008 we are delighted to welcome GE (Money) who 
are to sponsor the area golf winners so that they can 
compete at the National Golf Championship. 

Karting gets  
fundraisers going 
The famous Daytona racing track in Milton Keynes once 
again stages the Karting event, where participants will 
get set, get ready and go on 9 October.

Teams comprise a minimum of three people and a 
maximum of six and no experience is necessary.

In its sixth year, the karting looks to be as fast moving 
as ever with wannabe racing drivers looking to break 
all records both on the track and fundraising records 
off it. If you would like to get involved, or for further 
information, please contact Rebecca Lack at the FTBA on 
0207 256 5954 or email info@ftba.co.uk.

Teeing off for funds



Joseph Brown, 11
High Wycombe

Says Jonathan: “I have just had the pleasure of visiting Helen 
and Jerry Brown in High Wycombe. For over 10 years Jerry 
has been delivering furniture for a manufacturer all round the 
country. He and Helen are also full time carers of their 11 year-
old son Joseph.

“Joseph is a terrific character, with a real 
zest for life, despite having cerebral palsy 
and being epileptic. Over the years he has 
spent many months in hospital but is now 
at home and attends an excellent special 
school quite close by. 

“With limited physical movement, Joseph 
has to be carried everywhere, but he’s now 
getting too heavy to be carried up stairs. 

“Helen asked the FTBA if we would be able to help fund a 
ground floor bedroom for Joseph and I am delighted to say 
that we were able to to make a grant towards the new build. 
At the time of my visit a digger had just started work on the 
foundations of the extension (see picture below), which will 
hopefully be completed by mid summer. 

“Helen and Jerry are now hard at work raising money for a 
hydrotherapy pool for Joseph’s school. After that they want 
to make his dream come true by taking him to swim with 
dolphins in Florida.”

FTBA GRANTS 2007
At the end of 2007, the FTBA had made grants of some 
£117,000, including 228 individuals each receiving a weekly 
annuity from the FTBA. The good news is that from  
1 April 2008 FTBA directors have agreed to increase weekly 
payments from £7.50 pw to £9 pw. This will really help 
those who struggle to maintain a degree of independence 
on a very limited state pension. 

A further 60 families received one-off grants during the 
year: 18 of these were specifically to help those with 
mobility problems, 36 were home improvements and two 
were for funeral expenses. 

17 grants were made for respite breaks or a short holiday. 
Last year our travellers visited places ranging from 
Scarborough to Brussels to Israel. They all came back much 
refreshed. 

And finally…  
how you can help  
us to help others.
The FTBA is the furnishing industry’s only dedicated charity 
and we rely on your support to continue helping others. You 
can do this in all sorts of ways:

• Come along to one or more of our events

• Organise an event – we’re always open to new ideas and 
you may have an idea for an event currently not on our 
calendar but which might appeal to a lot of other people 
too

• Become a regional organiser or join one of our existing 
regional committees

• You or your company could become a regular contributor 
to our funds through payroll giving, private standing order 
or as a corporate supporter. And when you next amend 
your will, you may care to acknowledge the part the 
industry has played in your life through a bequest to our 
charity.

John and Gina Waterman
Northwest London

John and Gina Waterman 
live in sheltered 
accommodation in 
northwest London. John, 
now 75, spent most of his 
working life, from 1955 
– 2001, in the furniture 
industry and for many 
years was a member of the 
Midlands Representatives 
and Agents Association.

For some years now John 
and Gina have looked after 
two elderly relatives, both 
aged 97. This involves a 
two hour round journey 
in their car three times a week to ensure all is well, help with 
the shopping and take them for trips out. After several years 
without a break, John and Gina felt they needed to get away 
to recharge their batteries, and with the help of the FTBA, they 
went to Israel to stay with a cousin.

“The highlight of the holiday was a camel trek from Eilat into 
the Negev Desert” says John. “It was very dramatic and very 
cold as the sun was beginning to set across the mountains. At 
the end of the trek we were taken into a Bedouin tent for pitta 
bread and mint tea. 

“We are now back in London and life has returned to normal 
– but what happy memories we have.”

This is Why We Need Your Help…
Every year the FTBA helps many people who work or have worked in the furnishing industry 
and who have fallen on hard times. Thanks to you, we were able to offer the support that they 
needed. Chief executive Jonathan Seddon-Brown went out to meet some of the beneficiaries.
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