
Taking over from David Bailey of 
Charles F Stead in January, Mike 
acknowledged the work done by 
David to raise the profile of the 
federation and further develop the 
global reputation of UK leather.

Mike was born and grew up in 
Staffordshire, home of the pottery 
industry, with no connections at all 
to the leather industry.  In 1982 he 
joined C.W. Pittard with a degree in 
modern languages from Birmingham 
University.  A knowledge of Italian 
played an important part in his 
appointment where he assisted the 
push by Pittards into the garment 
market in Italy.  

Following an initiation period which 

included 12 months in the tannery for 
an induction into the manufacturing 
processes, a few months of grading 
and a spell in sales support, he was 
‘unleashed’ on the European garment 
and glove markets.  Subsequently, he 
moved to understudy Sales Director, 
George Stent developing the Asian 
markets for Pittards glove leathers in 
the late 1980s. 

This was followed by a marketing 
and business development role, 
initially for CW Pittard and then in 
1990 for Pavlova, Pittards domestic 
garment leather tannery. Mike’s next 
move was to Marketing Director for 
Pittards glove leather division before 
ultimately assuming a group role and 

responsibility for Pittards brand in all 
markets.

A well known figure on the leather 
circuit and in UK Leather Federation 
circles through the marketing group 
and Pittards activities, Mike now 
brings his considerable knowledge, 
experience and influence to the 
Presidency of the UK Leather 
Federation. It is certain that he 
will make his presence felt in this 
centenary year of the UK Leather 
Federation and its forerunners.

Mike Dodd takes over 
at the helm of UKLF
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Mike Dodd, Marketing Director at Pittards, has become the third 
President of the UK Leather Federation. 

Hong Kong here we come! - see page 2

UK FINALLY FREE OF FMD
The UK has been declared officially free from Foot 
and Mouth Disease. 

After a tortuous process – establishing a period of 90 days 
with no incidence, followed by negotiations and finally a 
meeting of the Technical Committee of the International 
Veterinary Organisation (OIE) – the UK officially became 
FMD-free on February 19 2008. It represents an important, 
but by no means final, step in re-establishing exports of 
UK hides, skins and leather to countries outside Europe. 

While the last recorded outbreak of FMD in the UK was 
in September 2007, the hide, skin and leather sector 
continued to be affected by the continuing ramifications 
– very significantly in some cases.  UKLF  played an 
important role in helping the industry to reopen many of 
its important markets, the main problem being that many 

previously available veterinary health certificates required 
a signature by a veterinary official, confirming the UK was 
free from FMD. 

These were needed for the export of salted hides and skins, 
and in the case of some countries, pickled pelts, wet blue 
and crust leather and even finished leather.

 The consequence has been that certificates for a whole 
range of products, as well as hides skins and leather, have 
had to be renegotiated either formally or informally.  
Paul Pearson of UKLF participates as one of the key 
industry sector association representatives in the Skin, 
Hide and Wool Export Certification User Group (ECUG), 
which agrees and assigns priorities for DEFRA’s work on 
certification issues. 

Continued on page 2

New UKLF 
Associate Members
• Nettletons & Porters Ltd
• Martin Cox Chamois Ltd
• MESI SpA, Italy

The UK leather producing industry once again achieved a 
balance of trade surplus in 2007. The industry’s exports in 
2007 totalled £142 million, exceeding imports by some 
£31.5 million. If trade in raw hides and skins is included 
in the sum, total exports were worth £255 million, with a 
balance of trade surplus of over £100 million.

In 2006, the respective balances were, for wet blue, crust 
and finished leather, +£26 million, and for hides, skins and 
leather, +£100million. 

UK Balance of Trade in Hides, Skins and Leather 
2007 (2006) 
Imports £million 000 tonnes

Raw hides and skins 44.09 (43.41) 40.45 (44.87)

Wet blue and crust 17.24 (22.71) 26.08 (41.01)

Finished leather 93.26 (96.07) 6.94 (8.60)

Exports

Raw hides and skins 113.24 (117.38) 108.09 (115.03) 

Wet blue and crust 54.63 (49.76) 17.48 (17.64)

Finished leather 87.42 (94.98) 9.98 (10.53)    

Interesting to note:

• 84.8% of wet blue and crust exports went to only two 
countries – Italy and Hungary 

• 93.3% of exports go to only six countries – Italy (24.1 
million pounds), Hungary (22.2m), China (1.9m) Hong 
Kong (1.15m), Japan (1.1m) and Spain (1.0m)

Markets for finished leather are not quite so concentrated, 
but almost 76% of all UK finished leather exports go to just 
10 countries, with 56.6% going to the five biggest markets 
– Poland (18.8m), Hong Kong (9.0m), Portugal (9.0m) 
Thailand (7.4m),  and United States (5.3m). The total top 
ten markets account for some £66.4 million.

Despite international competition, unfavourable exchange 
rates and constraints applied to hides from the Older Cattle 
Disposal Scheme, the UK leather sector continues to return 
a positive trade surplus.

UKLF, Leather Trade House, Kings Park Road, Moulton Park, Northampton NN3 6JD, UK
tel: +44 (0)1604 679917 - fax: +44 (0)1604 679998 - email: info@ukleather.org - website: www.ukleather.org

Produced by AKA PR, High Corn Mill, Chapel Hill, Skipton, North Yorkshire, BD23 1NL, United Kingdom
tel: +44 (0)1756 795374 - fax: +44 (0)1756 798789 - email: info@alexanderking.co.uk - website: www.akapr.co.uk

UK LEATHER TRADE SURPLUS IN 2007

GRANTS AVAILABLE FROM UK 
LEATHER INDUSTRY TRUSTS
The UK Leather Federation administers two industry trust funds:

• the British Leather Industry Development Trust (BLIDT), which offers training grants to 
UK tanners and leather manufacturers

• the Dr Dorothy Jordan Lloyd Memorial (DJL) Trust which offers travel grants, primarily 
aimed at younger people working in the industry, or engaged in relevant research, to 
travel and to study leather science and technology in countries other than their own.

The BLIDT was originally established in the early 1980s with the objective of “advancing 
the theoretical and practical education and training of persons engaged in or to be 
engaged in the UK leather industry.”

Grants are awarded to assist the funding of UK leather industry sponsored students 
enrolled in either full or part time further education courses. The grants are designed 
to encourage employers to make further education available to their staff in order to 
improve the skill base of the UK leather industry.

The awards are made at the discretion of the Trustees and applications are considered 
only from independent UK tanners and leather manufacturers employing fewer than 100 
people.

The DJL Trust was set up with a basis of donations from the leather industry in memory 
of the former Research Director of BLMRA. The objectives of the trust are to encourage 
and support travel to study leather science and technology and the limited funds available 
are not intended to support students following full or part time courses, but more to 
encourage shorter, focused visits.

Applicants are invited each year, from UK and from other countries -although foreign 
applicants must be fluent in English and intend to return to work in their own countries. 
The trustees also expect to receive a report on the results of the visit or study tour.

For further details and an application form for either trust contact: 

Paul Pearson, Honorary secretary, BLIDT and Dr Dorothy Jordan Lloyd Memorial Trust, 
c/o UK Leather Federation, Leather Trade House, Kings Park Road, 
Moulton Park, Northampton NN3 6JD

E-mail: paulpearson@uklf.org

CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS
31 March to 2 April 2008 – 
visit the UK pavilion at the Asia 
Pacific Leather Fair in Hall 2 of 
the Hong Kong Convention 
and Exhibition Centre - stand 
number 2D08/UK

1 April 2008 – UK leather 
industry reception at the 
Hong Kong Club, co-
hosted by the Leathersellers 
Company and UKLF (by 
invitation only)

2 October 2008 
– Centenary Dinner to 
mark the 100th anniversary 
of the inaugural meeting of the first 
UK national federation for the tanning 
industry, held at Leathersellers Hall

3 October 2008 – UKLF will host 
a European Tanners Association 
(COTANCE) Council Meeting in London 

Look out for the UKLF stand, with its 
message and information relating to raw 
material quality and animal husbandry, at 
the following events:

• Beef Expo 2008, Perth - 21 May 
(organised by the National Beef 
Association)

• NSA 2008 Malvern - 31 July (organised 
by the National Sheep Association)
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Continued from page 1

Over recent months, UKLF has acted as a focal point in 
resolving problems with exports to Turkey, Indonesia, 
Philippines and the Dominican Republic. With many 
countries, both DEFRA and the trade have found it 
difficult to obtain official confirmation from importing 
countries’ veterinary departments of precisely what 
certificates are acceptable, but it is often possible for 
exporters to agree with their importing customers a form 
of words that is considered acceptable. This is especially so 
for products such as wet blue, pickle and finished leather 
where there is no doubt that the process conditions would 
be expected to render the material safe from FMD and all 
other animal disease agents. 

This is completely in line with the OIE Guidelines, but not 
all countries follow these.

OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code
Article 2.2.10.28., section 3 “When importing from FMD 
infected countries: veterinary authorities can authorise, without 
restriction, the import or transit through their territory of semi-
processed hides and skins (limed hides, pickled pelts, and semi-
processed leather - e.g. wet blue and crust leather), provided 
that these products have been submitted to the usual chemical 
and mechanical processes in use in the tanning industry.”

Where importing government officials have not formally 
confirmed certificates, DEFRA has been prepared to issue 
certificates at the exporter and importers’ own risk. At 
the last ECUG meeting on 12 February, DEFRA and the 
rest of the group agreed a priority to develop standard or 
“generic” certificates for use in such cases.

While the official declaration of freedom from FMD 
is a key step, for difficult countries that are effectively 
operating import bans, it will be necessary to use the OIE 
declaration as the first stage of negotiating the reopening 
of the markets. For example, for exports to China, DEFRA 
is in the process of responding to a detailed questionnaire 
to satisfy AQSIC, China’s national veterinary health 
organisation, and this could only be completed once FMD 
free status is formally confirmed.

UKLF in Hong Kong

A UK group will once again take part in the prestigious 
Asia Pacific Leather Fair from March 31 to April 2 2008.  
In addition to the UK Leather Federation information 
stand (Stand no 2D08/UK), the group attending the 
APLF fair will include the following companies:

 Stand No

BLC Leather Technology Centre Ltd 2E07/UK

Joseph Clayton & Sons (Chesterfield) Ltd 2D04/UK

East Hides Limited 2E03/UK

Scottish Leather Group Limited 2D02/UK

Other UK companies showing independently include:

McConomy Ltd 2G21

Pittards plc 2E02

Charles F Stead & Co Ltd 1Q03-05

UK DECLARED FMD FREE

The UK Leather Federation is currently involved in two EU 
funded projects – Dermagenesis and One Leather Training. 
The aim is that both projects will bring long-term benefits to 
the leather industry across Europe, in very different ways.

Dermagenesis
The full title of this project is “Bio-engineering of leather: 
structure design, biosynthesis - towards zero emission 
production.” This ambitious project lasts for four years, 
plus a six-month extension to July 2008, and involves 21 
partners from six different countries. The prime objective 
is to generate a leather analogue by growing a biopelt in a 
bioreactor, using a specially selected cell line, and a matrix 
of micro beads plus nutrients – the biopelt would then be 
stabilised (tanned) to produce the final material.

The principles behind the project are that leather is a luxury 
material and the material of choice for footwear, leather 
goods, luxury cars, furniture and clothing. There are few, if 
any, successful imitations and they are expensive. However, 
hides and skins are a finite raw material: leather production 
is limited by supply and there is a growing shortage in 
Europe. In addition, the high volatility of raw material prices 
makes business planning difficult and adds significant risk 
to every tanning operation, especially for European tanners 
who are already high cost producers. 

Key advantages for the tanner relate to raw material and 
environmental aspects of leather production. In terms of 
quality the final material would be uniform, consistent, 
reliable, and of a predetermined size and substance, 
resulting in minimal waste. 

More specifically: 

• biopelts would not suffer from the types of damage that 
typically affect hides and skins, and this would offer 
reduced rejection rates;

• cutting waste would also be minimised;

• biopelts would not require dehairing, bating, fleshing, 
splitting or shaving, resulting in reduced solid waste, 
effluent and sludge.

Apart from progress towards producing a biopelt and a 
leather analogue, the project has also developed a suitable 
immortalised cell line, a method, which has been patented, 
for growing the biopelt, a novel rapid stabilisation system 
using solvents and the prospect of a toxicity testing system 
using biomaterials.

One Leather Training
This is a follow-on to a previous project funded under the 
Leonardo Programme. The first project developed a self-
training package – paper and CD based - for the leather 
industry. The current project involves evaluating and 
amending the previous material, translating it into additional 
languages – Spanish, Polish, Romanian – and adding two 
new sections, one being an introductory section for young or 
unemployed people considering entering the industry and the 
other covering the role of the raw material buyer.

The expanded package will comprise written material, a CD 
and also a web-based version. Participants have agreed to 
exchange a limited number of versions of the package – for 
instance, UKLF will have access to a number of copies of the 
Polish version.

The UK Leather Federation is actively 
developing relations with the University of 
Northampton. The two organisations are 
keen to ensure that the resource offered by 
the British School of Leather Technology 
(BSLT) is both understood and utilised by and for the 
benefit of the UK tanning industry.

Recent developments include:

1 The appointment of Paul Pearson, the UKLF Director, to 
the Leather Industry Advisory Committee, which gives 
strategic guidance to BSLT on its role and activities. 

2 Collaboration between the UKLF Marketing Group 
with the Business Studies Department of the University 
with regard to a marketing research project aimed at 
re-evaluating the marketing strategy for the federation. 
Not only does this give students a real issue to address, 
it opens the prospect of some fresh thinking and useful 
ideas for the development of the role and future focus of 
the federation.

3 Probably the most significant recent development has 
been the agreement by the Leathersellers’ Company to 

provide a grant of £400,000 towards re-equipment of the 
tannery at the BSLT.  This investment is being matched 

by an equal amount from the 
University to update the fabric 
of the building, a key motivation 
being to cope with increasing 
student numbers. It should be 
recalled that the original building 
of the BSLT premises (The 
Leathersellers’ Centre) was funded 
by a £500,000 grant from the 
Leathersellers’ Company in 1978.

The process of re-equipping the tannery is under way and 
already a new fleshing machine and samm setter have been 
bought and installed. Progress has also been made on 
rationalising the tannery layout. Throughout the exercise a 
clear objective is to enhance the facilities that can be made 
available to the UK industry – on a commercial basis - when 
not in use for teaching purposes.

BSLT is developing courses for the future, aimed at meeting 
the requirements of UK industry and covering leather for 
fashion, business and management aspects of industry.  The 
objective of the investment in the equipment and facilities 
of the school is to develop the focus on finishing, product 
development and fashion.

BSLT currently has 55 students, divided between the degree 
course and one-year Leather Certificate course. The school 
also has a research section dealing with leather science and 
waste management.

UKLF WORKS ON EU-FUNDED PROJECTS

Connections with 
University of 
Northampton
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